Make Your Own Storybook
Theater and Celebrate Asian
Pacific Heritage Month !

Presented by
Debra Disman, Artist in Residence at the
Granada Hills Branch Library

Supported by
The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural

Affairs

Learn to combine stories , books
and theater Iin one project, using
materials you find at home!


https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
http://debradisman.com/
https://www.lapl.org/branches/granada-hills
https://culturela.org/
https://culturela.org/
https://culturela.org/
https://culturela.org/
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Step-By-St ep |l nstructions to Create Your Oow
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ldentify and Gather Your Materials from things you find at
home!

Materials:

1 piece of card stock or other durable and easily foldable paper 8.5 x 1:

2 strips of card stock or other durable and easily foldable paper 3 x 8.5

Wooden stick such as popsicle, tongue-depressor, or paint stirrer to assist in
folding

Pencil/eraser

Ruler
Scissors
Glue stick (you can use another glue if you do not have a glue stick)

Repurposed magazines, greeting cards, brochures and _other print media

Any writing or art materials you may have around such as pencils, pens,
markers, stamps or stickers.

Fun three - dimensional materials found at home such as cotton balls, buttons,
ribbon and beads you can glue to your theater.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Fold Your Accordion Pages

Fol d ®x8.68t rip in half,

then fold each section i n half,

bringing each edge inwards to meet
Use the wooden stick as a tool to
Each strip should I ook Iike a zidg

Leave the strips folded.
They ara@cgomudi on pages
Each f @ladjed section Wwi.dwli dlee about

Set vyacwror di on f oa sdiedde pfaogre sn o w.

SEE VI DEO TO THE LEFT!
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i L Make Your Theater Structure

Rl Make Your Theater - Step 1

Fold the 8.5 x lénfgthwispaper i n half

Use your wooden stick to press down on the fold to make it crisp
and sharp.

Fold the paper backwards the other way too, keeping the same
lengthwise fold line, to create a sharper fold.

It stays folded lengthwise . ***

If you do not have card stock, use paper you do have, as long as
you can fold it easily.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Make Your Theater Structure

Make Your Theater - Step 2

Keeping it folded, fold it in half width - wise,

Use your wooden stick to press down on the fold to make it crisp
and sharp.

Then open the _widthwise fold .

Keep the lengthwise fold .***

If you do not have card stock, use paper you do have, as long as you
can fold it easily.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Make Your Theater Structure

Make Your Theater - Step 3
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Ma k e cupboard fold 6
by folding each end in to the center fold line

Please see to the left:

FRONT view above:
See cupboard folded 0 doorsé6 folding inwards

Back view below:
See centerline fold and cupboardfolded 60 door s6 on ei tt

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Make Your Theater Structure

Make Your Theater - Step 4

Turn your theater (green in the picture) over,

so that the back side with the fold line side faces up towards
you. The fold line will be in the center.

The cupboard doors should be folded closed on the other side,
so you do not see them.

Place one of your folded up accordion pages (yellow in the
picture) on the back next to the fold line.

Center the accordion folded page as well as you can on the back,

next to the center fold line

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Make Your Theater Structure

Make Your Theater - Step 5

Outline the accordion - folded page with your pencil on one side
of the center fold line

You only need to draw three pencil lines:

two horizontal lines top and bottom,

and one vertical line on the left.

The other vertical line is the center fold.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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: ¢ Make Your Theater Structure
~ Make Your Theater - Step 6
' | Unfold (open) the two end sections  of the theater
1 ‘L | : . and refold the whole piece along the center fold |,
’ - BEEL S
Il'l--;t | ’L | I\ L pE (remember, you dondot wunfold your f
so that you see the outline of your  accordion page on the right.
A N R .‘ . FU Make two horizontal cuts along the top and bottom edges of your
o : . - outline as shown. These are the only cuts you make.
— You are cutting through two layers of paper.
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W M A Do not cut along the vertical pencil line OR the fold line
S e 1|  SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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_ Make Your Theater - Step 7
Unfold all three widthwise folds, leaving the same lengthwise fold
; —— ke ‘\ '\ | you made in Step 1!***
\ | \’?iYou will see the center fold I|ine
PN doorso.

o T 4 S G J{H\\j Cut along that line so that your cut meets the two horizontal cuts
s s %X\Jﬁxr\v you already made.
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h ;’; . { ‘\ l\‘ l E . You can fold along that center fold line a little bit to make the
:”l, ' ; i{“ , cutting easier.
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Make Your Theater Structure

Make Your -TShteedht er

cut though two | ayers of

Open these flaps outwards

There wil!| be two flaps on ei

Your ow

t her

paper

| i ke cup!

Bt S e anNd you widolutseecd anngtl e or window
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Add Your Accordion Pages

Make Your Theater - Step 9

Using the glue stick or whatever glue you have,

glue one end of one accordion page to the inside surface of one
of the flaps (book covers).

Because you traced them to be the same size, the  accordion
pages should fit inside the covers

If they are a tiny bit big, trim them down so they do fit.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Assemble your Theater

Assemble Your Theater - Step 1

You are looking at the back of your Theater .

The Theater is folded at the top and open at the bottom,

so that one end can be tucked under the other.
Tuck one end panel under the other,
By sliding it underneath the top fold line

to create a three - dimensional triangular shape.

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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Assemble your Theater

Assemble Your Theater - Step 2

You are looking at the back of your Theater .
Slide the panel that is tucked inside the other panel

inwards as far as it will go,

so that the two panels sit as exactly on top of each other as
possible.

This will give your theater stability.

@ [\ SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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our Completed Theater Structure!
Take a look at your Storybook Theater
A7 5 You are looking at The front of the Theater to the left.
[‘ : will have an open window or Ostageo
|\ accordion pages on either side.

3 é/ .
~— Congratulations!

LAC ;‘ You have completed your Storybook Theater  structure!

SEE VIDEO TO THE LEFT!
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You are now ready to add to your Theater.

But First é é




SteByStep I nstructions t 0StCoreyabtoeo kY®Tuhre aGw

Optional Activities
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E -1 Make more Storybook Theaters

B i \Eap | 1 Indifferent colors

N\ \\'\ \ \'\ ¥ In different S|ZeS

With different kinds of paper!

Wo u |l d n 0 fun to ¢reate @ whole village of Storybook
Theaters! Think how much fun you could have!



Next, we will go over how to incorporate Asian Pacific Heritage Month __ into your Storybook
Theater project. May is Asian Pacific Heritage Month !

Three ways to add  Asian Pacific Heritage Month into your Storybook Theater

Use the online resources below to learn about  Asian Pacific Heritage Month and get your imagination
going!
THENE@

A Creative writing:  draft a story, poem or play on scratch paper and copy it onto your
Storybook Theater book pages when you have finished it!

A Two- dimensional artwork: illustrate your writing with drawing, paint, collage, or whatever
supplies you have around. Add your illustrations to pages where you wrote or design a
background scene for the inside of your Theater.

A Three - dimensional artwork:  add fun things you find around the house such as cotton balls,
buttons, ribbon and beads to your Theater to help tell your story and make your designs
stand-out!


https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/

How to incorporate Asian Pacific Heritage Month__ into your
Storybook Theater project.
May is Asian Pacific Heritage Month !

In this example,

a program for a performance of the = Chinese Classical Dance
and Music Company Shen Yun Performing Arts

was cut up and repurposed as collage material to transform the
Storybook Theater into a magical place!

Every detail including dragons, dancers, background and words
was taken from the program!

You can add your own writing and artwork to your  Storybook
Theater pages to tell a story.

Add a backdrop and cover design and you are on your way!

You can add your own creative touch to every part of
your Theater.



