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Introduction

I 2018 the Al Sticched Up curatonial team sent out an international call for artist book submissions, It read, in part:

All Steeched Up is asking for submissions of artists’ books from around the globe where surching s a fearured clement. They
may be visible stitches for the binding, text, or images, or any technique that leaves evidence of stitches.
To stiteh is to join 1ogether, 1o mend, or fasten a3 with stitches - to sew. To stitch 1 1o bring wogether fabnic, paper, wounds of

the body, or enlrural divides. Sttching can be an act of healing, hope, practicality, creativity, and revolunon. Al Steched Up
recognizes and celebrates the work of book artists’ where stitching has become an integral part of the visual design.,

We are particularly (but not solely) interested in works thar showcase enllaboration and focus on bullding a sense of shared
commaumty. That may inclode collaboration between two or more AFLIELS, W0 OF Mofe comimunities, or crowd-sourced
projects. Sewing that joins people and ideas link us 1o historical social and political sewing circles from the abohinons
movement of the 18005, to the corporate remistant [HY moverment kindled by the Riwots Groels in the 19905, to the kaitng
collectives of today that focus on the anti-war, pro-science, and pro-choice movements, In addinion, you may draw inspiration
from the embroidered books of the Victorian period, the rise of needlecrates during the Ars & Crafts penod, and farmly

traditions of sewing by machine or hand sutching

In response wo our call for submissions, over 105 artists from eleven countries submitted a combinstion of 200 books and proposals for
comsideration, This large response revealed a passion many artists have lor needle and thread and the themes of this show. We are overjoved and
praveful. Regretfully, time and space himited our selection to 57 submatied pacees.

We thank all who made and sent us work, shared our call, and celebrate the stitchery ol artists ever ywhere.
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Debra Disman
Santa Monica, Califormia, United States
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